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SEPTIC SYSTEM 
INSTALLATION GUIDELINES* 

AN APPLICATION FOR A NEW SYSTEM CONSISTS OF: 

1) A PLUMBING APPLICATION FOR THE SEPTIC SYSTEM. 

2) IF THE OLD CESSPOOL OR OLD SEPTIC IS MOVING FROM THE BACK OF THE 
HOUSE TO THE FRONT, A SEPARATE PERMIT WILL BE REQUIRED BY A PLUMBER 
FOR THE TURN AROUND OF THE WASTE PIPES SO THEY SLOPE TOWARDS THE 
NEW SEPTIC SYSTEM. (A LICENSED PLUMBER WILL BE NEEDED FOR THIS WORK) 

3) RELEVENT SHEETS IN THIS PACKAGE MAY BE USED AS PART OF 
THE APPLICATION. PLEASE MARK CLEARLY WITH ALL APPLICABLE 
SIZES AND DISTANCES. 

4) REMEMBER TO STATE THE NUMBER OF BEDROOMS IN THE DWELLING, AS 
WELL AS THE GALLON CAPACITY OF THE TANK. SHOW ALL DISTANCES TO AND 
BETWEEN THE TANK, LEECHING POOLS, PROPERTY LINES, AND HOME. 

5) PLEASE BE AWARE THAT YOU WILL BE HELD TO MORE STRINGENT NYS 
PLUMBING REQUIREMENTS per (P2602.1.2) under Appendix 75-A (Wastewater Treatment 
Standards-Individual Household Systems) of the New York State Department of Health, 
Sanitary Code (10 NYCRR) if they override Nassau County and/or local codes if more stringent 
state requirements apply. NOTE: New York State Appendix 75-A can be easily found on the 
internet. 

*BASED ON THE "MANUAL OF ON-SITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL OF NASSAU COUNTY    
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

http://www.northhempsteadny.gov/


 
UNDERSTANDING YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM 

 
COMPONENTS OF YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM 
 
This will depend on the age of your home. Prior to 1973, the system will probably consist of a conduit, called the main line, leading 
from the house to a cesspool. After 1973, "septic systems" came into widespread use. They are situated on the main line, and consist 
of a septic tank and leaching pool(s). 
 
Old cesspools are usually single pits which were made of concrete, brick or cement block walls that may collapse and have to be 
replaced. When the cesspool only system collapses and no septic tank exists, an entirely new system of septic tank and leeching 
pool(s) must be installed. IMPORTANT: If an old cesspool collapses in your front or back yard, a new system must be installed in 
your front yard, if possible. If there is no room in the front yard, it will be determined by the area inspector. Also, depending on where 
the new system is located,  the interior drainage piping may have be reversed by a plumber licensed in the Town of North Hempstead 
to have the waste piping flow from the home to the new location of the septic system. A new leeching pool is not allowed to be added 
to an old cesspool to increase its capacity.   
  
WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A CESSPOOL AND A SEPTIC TANK? 
 
A cesspool usually is a single chamber through which all waste water from the home passes. The cesspool collects the water and 
allows the heavier solids to sink to the bottom, and in the process, forming a semi-solid sludge. Lighter solids, such as soap, grease 
and oil rises to the top and forms "scum". Natural bacterial action works on the solids and scum, helping to break them down, and any 
residual liquid leeches into the ground. 
 
The septic tank's design keeps the solids from flowing into the ground. Only the residual liquid, called "grey water", then flows into 
the leaching pool(s) or drainage area where it leeches into the soil through perforated walls. 
 
WHERE IS YOUR SYSTEM LOCATED? 
 
In some cases, there may be a diagram of the system in your property records; the septic tank indicated by a rectangle and the cesspool 
by a circle. If your home was built after 1975, there may be a copy on file with the town building or county health department. In 
some cases, septic tank and cesspool covers are visible in the field. If the cesspool is buried beneath a lawn, there is often a tell-tale, 
circular area of deep green and luxuriant growth directly over it.  
 
The plumbing inside your house can indicate the general area in which the buried components of the system lay. Look for a large pipe 
(4" in diameter) that protrudes through the foundation. This is the waste or sewer line and the septic tank and / or cesspools are located 
somewhere along this pipe outside the house. This will give you an indication as to where the system is in relation to the house. Using 
the following information, supplied by the Nassau County Department of Health, you can make an educated guess as to where 
everything is. Nassau County can confirm if you live in a district with sewers.  If so, you may be able to connect to the sewer system. 
Their number is 516-571-9602. 
 
• The closest a septic tank or cesspool may be to the foundation of the house is 10 feet. 
• The cesspool must be at least 100 feet from private wells supplying water to the house. Septic tanks must be at least 75 feet from 

wells, 20’ from drywells. 
• Septic systems must be at least 10 feet inside all property lines.  
• Septic systems must be at least 15 feet from storm drains.  
• If the exact location of you system still eludes you, it's a good idea to have professionals locate the system for you. 
• A plumbing permit is required for the new system, and as per the above, a plumber may have to take out a second permit to 

reverse the piping if required.  Other rules or requirements may apply.  Please check with the building department if you have any 
questions.  

• Before your contractor digs, it is mandatory by law that he calls DIG SAFELY at 1-880-962-7962.  They markout where all the 
power, sewer, gas and water lines are located on your property < http://www.digsafelynewyork.com>. 

• Other Town or Nassau County laws may apply with regard to requirements for a permit.  Check the requirements on the Town’s 
Multi-purpose plumbing application. 

• In general, for a new system  we prefer installation in the front of the home, if possible. 
• Feel free to come into our office for further information or discussion as to your particular situation.  
 
This sheet is not official, and is for informational purposes only.  All facts or requirements may change.  Any questions should 
be directed to the Permit division of the Town of North Hempstead or the Plumbing Inspector for your area. Thank you.  

http://www.digsafelynewyork.com/


TABLE 3 

MINIMUM DISTANCES AND CLEARANCES  

(ALL DISTANCES ARE EDGE TO EDGE DIFEET) 
  From. Edge of  

Septic 
Tank to: 

Leaching 
Pools to: 

Tile (4) Field 
to:. 

Drywell 

Property line Road 

property line Leaching 

pools 

10 

10 

5 

10 

10 

10 (1) 

10 

10 

10 (1) 

10 

10 

  20 ' 

Water service line 10 10 10 10 

Building wall 10 20 20 20 

Dry wells (2) . 20 20 20   20 

Septic tank                 5  5 5 

Well -  100 150 100      150 

Water main easement 7 7 7 7. 

     Storm drain easement 15 15 15 15 

     Sewer easement 15 15 15 15 

     Surface waters 100 100 100 100 

     Drainage reserve areas  
and/or  Recharge 

    

Basins (3) 20 20 20 20  

(1) Ten feet or.1 1/2 times the-effective depth, whichever is greater. Maximum separation 
required is 20 feet. 

(2) Including roof and driveway. 

(3) .All separation distances shall be measured from the boundary or fence line. 

(4) All separation distances shall be measured to the outer boundary of the tile field. 
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TABLE 4  

Realty Subdivisions*- Sizing Requirements 

Each 
Single Family Dwelling    Additional Two Family  

No. of Bedrooms         1-3 4      5 6 Bedroom   (3 over 3)  

Required Septic    
Tank –Capacity           1,000 1,250      1,500         1,750                  +250                     2000 
(gallons) 

Required Daily 
Leaching Capabilities    450 600 750 900 +150  4800 
(gal./day) 

 

Lots less than or equal to one (1) acre: The on-site sewage disposal shall be designed for a minimum of a five (5) 
bedroom unit unless a smaller system can be substantiated by the project consultant to the NCDH prior to 
installation of the sanitary system. In no event, shall the 'system.be designed for less than a four (4) bedroom unit, 

Lots greater than one (1) acre: The on-site sewage disposal shall be designed for a minimum of a 
six (6) bedroom unit unless a smaller system can be substantiated by the project consultant to the 
NCDH prior to installation of the sanitary system. In no event, shall the system be designed for less 
than a five (5) bedroom unit. 

* For other than residential installations, refer to Table 5 in the Nassau County On-site Sewage Manual. 
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