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                      TOWN OF NORTH HEMPSTEAD 

                         BUSINESS AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

Minutes of 
 

September 10, 2015  
 

10:00 AM 
 

Town Board Meeting Room 
220 Plandome Road 

Manhasset, New York 
 
 

 
Call to Order 
  
 
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Bosworth at 10:09 a.m. 
  
Attendance  
 
The following Directors of the Corporation attended the meeting:  
 
 Judi Bosworth 

 Dina M. DeGiorgio 

 Anna M. Kaplan 

 Lee R. Seeman  

 Viviana L. Russell 

 Peter J. Zuckerman 
 

The following Directors of the Corporation were absent: 

 Angelo P. Ferrara  
 

Corporation staff present consisted of: 
  
            Kim Kaiman, Executive Director 
 Roy Smitheimer, Deputy Director 
 Michael Kelly, Deputy Town Attorney 
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                        Minutes of Meeting Held on May 14, 2015    
 
On the advice of BTDC Counsel, the May 14, 2015 Minutes were amended to reflect that 
Michael Kelly was not part of staff that was present.  Amanda Abata represented the Town 
Attorney’s Office. 
 
Upon the motion of Ms. Bosworth, the amended Minutes of the meeting held on May 14, 2015 
were unanimously accepted. 
 
 
Executive Director’s Report                                    
 
Ms. Kaiman presented the Executive Directors Report, which consisted of the following: 
 
Gold Coast Film Festival 
I have been working with Regina Gil and Caroline Sorokoff in connecting them with former 
Congressman Mrazek and his team, whose district included parts of North Hempstead when he 
served during the 1980’s.  Congressman Mrazek currently lives in Maine, and has written a 
movie which is being released later this year, that is loosely based on his time when he was in 
office.  The movie stars Treat Williams, with cameo appearances from George Hamilton. (Just to 
name a few well-known actors who are involved in his movie…)  And the movie is aptly titled 
“The Congressman.”  My thought was that this could be a great opportunity for the film festival 
to connect with many people in our area who are familiar with Mrazek and his history here – a 
“coming home” theme.    
 
As a result, the Film Festival has received a screener of his film, and is currently working with his 
representatives to see if this is possible. 
 
Of interesting things to note, the Congressman has a direct connection to filmmaking as he 
wrote the “National Film Preservation Act” which established the National Film Registry in the 
Library of Congress.   

• (In 1988, as classic films were being colorized and "time-compressed" by television broadcasters 
to allow more commercials to be shown, Mrazek introduced a proposal to protect classic 
American films from significant alteration without the permission of the films' creators. 
Ultimately the Mrazek amendment prevailed in Congress which included the establishment of 
the National Film Registry, where 25 films per year deemed "culturally, historically, or 
esthetically significant" are protected by the Library of Congress. The law also set up the 
National Film Preservation Board to explore new approaches to saving endangered work. It was 
signed into law by President Reagan in 1988.) 
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TV & Filming: 
The town has recognized the importance of attracting local filmmakers with the hopes that they 
will return for future projects.  With that in mind, we recommended that the town recognize 3 
very distinct categories to offer discounted rates off of our regular permit fees. 

• Student Fee Discount = 90% off our rates 

• Public Benefit Discount = 70% off our rates 

• Government Discount = 100% off our rates 

 
Filming has continued throughout the town. Recent filmings include: Showtime’s “The Affair”, 
Netflix’s “Violet”, MTV’s “Say it in Song”, Amazon’s “Red Oaks”, CBS “The Good Wife”, and 
several commercials such as Mountain Dew, Nickelodeon, Google, and McCormick Spices. 
 
Some of our local businesses who have benefited from filming in the town include NuBest 
Salon, The Roslyn Country Club, Morton’s Steakhouse, and several stores in the Americana of 
Manhasset Mall. 
 
Seminar Series: 
We had originally scheduled a seminar titled “The Myths & Truths of Employer Retirement 
Plans: What Every Business & Non-Profit Should Know” for May 28, 2015, but had to reschedule 
it due to circumstances out of our control.  It has now been rescheduled for 9/18/15.  In the 
meantime, we moved forward with another seminar that we were planning simultaneously that 
took place in July at the Apple Store in Manhasset.  
 
The Apple Business team of Manhasset provided the speakers. The Business Team spoke about 
how to get the most business productivity out of Apple Mobile Devices (iPhone, iPad, MacBook, 
Apple Watch) using Apple IOS, Apple Filemaker, Connectivity Tools and Productivity Apps (cross 
platform).  We also had a business card drawing and had a turnout of approximately 180 
attendees.  
 
Additionally, we were approached by the town’s Building Department and are currently 
working with them in developing another business seminar.  More to come on this as it 
develops… 
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Business Buzz 
Our most recent episode of Business Buzz featured businesses that deal with “Sweets & 
Treats”.  Here, I rolled-up my sleeves and showed our viewers just how much fun making 
“Sweets & Treats” can be. The 3 businesses we featured were: 

• Chocolate Works in Manhasset – Decorating with chocolate, making chocolate molds, 
covering candy and other edibles with chocolate using a chocolate covering machine. 

• Baci Gelato in Williston Park – Using all fresh ingredients, mixing and freezing handmade 
gelato.  We created a new flavor called “The Banana Business Buzz” flavor! 

• The Cake Don in Carle Place. – Decorating cakes using colored fondant and learning 
about some baker’s secrets when decorating high-end cakes. 

 
Arts Advisory Council 
In keeping with the BTDC’s mission statement, we have taken steps to rejuvenating the Arts 
Advisory Council.  We asked for recommendations from each of the town councilmembers and 
as a result, the Town Board welcomed newly appointed members this past August bringing the 
total number up to 15 advisory members. 
 
With its new composition, armed with its mission to explore the possibility of obtaining grants, 
to advise the Town Board about the acquisition of art, to provide coordination for the creation 
of art or art space within the Town, and to generate publicity for, and interest in, the arts in the 
Town of North Hempstead, the Arts Advisory Council will meet next week. 
 
Items scheduled to be discussed at the next meeting: 

• Recommendation to the Town Board about the possible acquisition of two sculptures by 
renowned “Found Objects Sculptor” Herb Arnold. 

• Plant a Row for the Hungry Painted Planters 

• Local Artists Displayed Artwork in Town Hall 

• Gold Coast Film Festival 

 
Oyster Bay-North Hempstead-Glen Cove Workforce Investment Board: 
In June, Roy attended a meeting of the Oyster Bay –North Hempstead- Glen Cove Youth Council 
to review responses to a recent Request for Proposals (RFP) for out-of-school youth 
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employment and training services under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
(WIOA). There were a total of four responses:  Abilities Inc., Family and Children’s Association, 
Nassau BOCES, and Manhasset/Great Neck Economic Opportunity Council, Inc.  Proposals were 
reviewed in accordance with the criteria set forth in the RFP.   A total of $350,000 was available 
for funding for the 23-month period, August 1, 2015 through June 30, 2017. 
 
The recommendations of the Youth Council are: 

• Abilities, Inc. – Not Approved 

• Family & Children’s Association – Not Approved 

• Manhasset/Great Neck EOC – Approved for $184,218 (Based on enrollment of 15 youth 
per year) 

• Nassau – Approved for $150,648             

 
The RFP was issued by the Town of Oyster Bay on behalf of the Workforce Partnership & Board.  
The next meeting of the WIB is Thursday, September 17, 2015 in Plainview.  Agenda includes: 
 

• Shital Patel, Regional Labor Market Analyst will provide a labor market update, including 
information on occupations in the priority industry sectors identified by the Regional 
Economic Development Council. 

• William Wahlig, Executive Director of the Long Island Forum for Technology (LIFT) will 
provide information on the Long Island Forum for Technologies, its current initiatives 
and the LIFT Composite Center. 

• Jeff Guillot, Founder of the Suburban Millennial Institute will present on his 
organizations mission. 

• Proposed By-Laws for the Workforce Development Board. 

 
Long Island Regional Economic Development Council (LIREDC)  
Infrastructure Work Group Committee Meeting – June 24, 2015 

• Priority Projects Reviewed that are in, or affect North Hempstead: 

o Nassau Hub Site Improvements – Nassau County seeks funding to re-align site 
utilities (sewer, water & drainage) and the build-out of four internal roads & 
accessibility improvements to surrounding intersections.  These key 
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infrastructure elements are critical to unlocking and expediting the 
redevelopment of the 77 acre Nassau Coliseum site. The County wants to seize 
this opportunity to improve the accessibility and prep the site to be most 
attractive for future development. 

o Great Neck’s Water Pollution Control District – The requested funding is for the 
District to install an upgraded Digester at the District’s existing Grease Receiving 
Station. The new Digester will be a key asset contributing towards the District’s 
strategy for energy independence.  The proposed upgrade project will double 
current methane production while significantly increasing gas storage potential. 
 The completed project will convert waste into energy while saving taxpayer 
dollars and will act as a prototype for other Long Island localities. 

 
• The next meeting for the full board of the LIREDC is Friday, September 11, 2015, 3pm, 

David S. Mack Student Union Center Multipurpose Room 360, Hofstra University, 
Hempstead, NY  

 
For Consideration   
 
The following resolutions were considered: 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 10 (2015) 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CORPORATION’S 
SPONSORSHIP OF THE GREAT NECK CENTER FOR THE VISUAL 
AND PERFORMING ARTS INC. D/B/A THE GOLD COAST ARTS 
CENTER 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section II(C) of the Statement of Procurement Policy and 

Procedure of the Town of North Hempstead Business and Tourism Development Corporation (the 

“Corporation”), the Chair of the Board of the Corporation is permitted to award sponsorships to entities  

and events subject to approval of the Board of the Corporation; and 

WHEREAS, the Great Neck Center for the Visual and Performing Arts, Inc. d/b/a 
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Gold Coast Arts Center (the “Center”) has requested that the Corporation sponsor the 

Center’s general activities and provide $15,000 in sponsorship funds to the Center (the “Sponsorship”); 

and 

WHEREAS, the Chair of the Board has recommended that the Board of the Corporation 

approve the Sponsorship; and 

WHEREAS, the Board desires to approve the Sponsorship. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED, that the Board of the Corporation hereby authorizes the Chair to award the 

Sponsorship, subject to the Center’s execution of a sponsorship agreement with the Corporation 

containing the terms and conditions of the Sponsorship; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that staff of the Corporation are hereby authorized to effectuate the 

provisions of this resolution, including, but not limited to, payment of the sponsorship funds described 

above; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be effective immediately. 

Ayes:  Judi Bosworth, Dina M. De Giorgio, Anna M. Kaplan,  Lee R. Seeman, Viviana L. Russell, Peter 
J. Zuckerman 
 
Nays:  None 
 
Abstentions:  None 
 
Date:  September 10, 2015 
 
 
Upon the motion of Ms. Bosworth, Chair, the resolution was unanimously adopted. 
 

Adjournment 
 
Upon the motion of Ms. Bosworth, the Members by unanimous vote adjourned the meeting at 
10:25 a.m.  
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Secretary of the Corporation
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