[image: ]          Town of North Hempstead
                Arts Advisory Council
                          Meeting

               September 16, 2015

                   Minutes


Present:  Regina Gil, Chair; Alexandra Ainatchi, Anita Johnson, Cyrus Hakakian, Anne-Marie Hudley-Simmons, Jill Rader Levine, Sharon Maier-Kennelly, Alex Nunez, Ilene Silberstein, Francisco Villagran; also in attendance: Kim S. Kaiman, Executive Director, BTDC; Roy J. Smitheimer, Deputy Director, BTDC

Excused:  Damon Gersh, Steve Markowitz, Laura Mogul, Heather Schwartz, Caroline Sorokoff

Meeting called to order:  6:15pm by Regina Gil, Chair.  Quorum declared.
I. Introductions
Supervisor Bosworth on behalf of the Town and the Town’s elected officials welcomed the Council to their 1st official meeting.  

Members of the Council, Town Board, TNH Business & Tourism Development Corp. (BTDC) staff introduced themselves to each other.

II. Photographs w/Supervisor, Town Board Members, Receiver of Taxes, Town Clerk
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III.   Organization/Appointments
a) Vice-Chair - Ilene Silberstein
Sharon Maier-Kennelly made a motion to nominate Ilene Silberstein Vice-Chair.  Alex Nunez seconded the nomination. Ilene Silberstein accepted the nomination.  Sharon Maier-Kennelly made a motion to elect Ilene Silberstein Vice-Chair; Alex Nunez seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.
b) Secretary – Roy Smitheimer (BTDC Deputy Director [staff])
Francisco Villagran made a motion to nominate Roy Smitheimer Secretary.  Alex Nunez seconded the nomination. Roy Smitheimer accepted the nomination.  Francisco Villagran made a motion to appoint Roy Smitheimer Secretary; Alex Nunez seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved.

IV. Art Sculpture Donation
BTDC Executive Director, Kim Kaiman, addressed the Council about an opportunity for the Town to acquire two outdoor sculptures as a gift from the Arnold family.  Herb Arnold was an accomplished sculptor known for transforming found objects into art.  His creative vision transformed the cast-off junk of industrial parts … nuts, bolts, springs and a wide assortment of other improbable material … into sophisticated and intricate sculptures.  His award-winning works were exhibited nationally in museums & galleries and in solo and group shows.  Mr. Arnold created these works of art in his home studio in Old Brookville, New York.  The family would like to donate his welded steel art pieces “The Bull” and “The  American Eagle” to the Town of North Hempstead
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                                                   Herb Arnold – “The Bull”
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Herb Arnold – “The American Eagle”
Welded Steel, Found Objects, Springs – 7’ Wing Span

On a motion by Anne-Marie Hudley-Simmons; seconded by Ilene Silberstein, the Council unanimously approved recommending to the Town Board to accept the gift from the Arnold family of the “The Bull” and “The American Eagle” for placement within the Town of North Hempstead.

Members of the Council floated some location suggestions: Clark Gardens, Albertson, Gerry Park, Roslyn, Landmark On Main Street Park, Port Washington, unincorporated downtowns, Americana Shopping Center, underserved areas.

V. Plant-A-Row for the Hungry
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BTDC Executive Director, Kim Kaiman, distributed material from Plant-A-Row for the Hungry, Port Washington to the Council.

Plant-A-Row for the Hungry is a national program that is working at a grass roots level to end community hungry.  The goal is to put fresh, nutritional food directly into the hands and stomachs of the area’s hungry. 

Plant-A-Row for the Hungry, Port Washington delivers fresh produce to hundreds of local residents in need.  Many Port residents grow vegetables on their properties and often times grow more than they can use.  The excess produce is gathered by a network of Plant-A-Row volunteers who drop the produce off at a local business for distribution to outreach points in the community.

Recently, Plant-A-Row for the Hungry, Port Washington teamed up with the Art Guild of Port Washington and other art groups to have their local artists design and hand paint planters to promote this program.  The group has placed over 50 of these painted planters within the Port Washington peninsula.  They can be found in front of churches, synagogues, businesses, other non-profit organizations, Public Library and local government facilities.

Marvin Makofsky, the founder of the local Port Washington chapter, would like to expand the program throughout the Town.

Council member, Ilene Silberstein, co-president of the Art Guild of Port Washington, explained the program further and the Art Guild’s involvement with it.  

The following Council members would like to see the program move forward in their communities:  Alexandra, Ainatchi, Anita Johnson Ferguson, Alex Nunez and Anne-Marie Hudley-Simmons.

The Council would like to have Mr. Makofsky speak to present his approach to them at their December 2015 meeting.

VI. Local Artists Display in Town Hall
The Supervisor’s Office requested the Council consider a juried art submission for local artists to display their artwork at North Hempstead Town Hall.  The entries would be judged by the Council with the number of selections limited to 12 to 15.  The art would be hung from a wall and returned to the artists after one year.  Council members and their family members would not be eligible to submit. 

The Council endorsed this idea.

Ilene Silberstein volunteered that she has prospectuses from the Art Guild of Port Washington that the Arts Council can use to put out the call for artists.  Ilene further suggested that the Town should invest in a hanging art system.  Several members proposed the Town look into the Walker Display Company who is known for their reputable wall system.
Regina Gil called for the formation of a subcommittee to further explore this suggestion.  The following members signed-up:
· Alexandra Ainatchi
· Anita Johnson Ferguson
· Cyrus Hakakian
· Sharon Maier-Kennelly
· Alex Nunez
· Ex-Officio – Regina Gil

VII. Future Ideas/Members Forum
Anita Johnson Ferguson – “The arts are more than art pieces and sculptures.  Music/dance is a   very large part of the arts world.”

Following-up on Ms. Ferguson’s statement, BTDC Deputy Director, Roy Smitheimer, suggested the Council run a North Hempstead’s Got Talent to showcase all the great talent that North Hempstead residents have to offer.  Regina Gil said the Gold Coast Arts Center is already doing something similar and that it can be expanded throughout the Town.

Anne-Marie Hudley-Simmons would like to see the Council develop a theme that will travel throughout the Town.  She further added she would like the Council to make connection with school districts – “Arts is the core of who we are.”

Sharon Maier-Kennelly loved the idea of developing a theme.
A) Regina Gil suggested the Council members look into the Flint, Michigan project, “7th  Dream”. 
B) Ilene Silberstein suggested wall murals which were done in Philadelphia, PA or establishing a North Hempstead Art Month.

Regina Gil asked for members to volunteer to create a committee to develop an Arts Advisory Council theme.  The following people signed-up:
· Anita Johnson Ferguson
· Regina Gil
· Ilene Silberstein
· Anne-Marie Hudley-Simmons

Jill Rader Levine would like the Council and Town to develop an online Artist Registry/Directory.  She pointed to the one that was set-up by the Cultural Council of Palm Beach County as a model for us to follow.  BTDC Executive Director, Kim Kaiman, said the BTDC would investigate and report back to the Council.




VIII. Next Meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]By consensus, the Council members agreed to have their next meeting on Wednesday, December 16, 2015 at 6:00pm.  Venue to be determined. 

IX. Adjournment
There being no further business before the Council, Regina Gil, Chair, asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was made by Anne-Marie Hudley-Simmons; seconded by Ilene Silberstein. The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:40pm.


Respectfully submitted,
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Roy J. Smitheimer, BTDC Deputy Director
Secretary, North Hempstead Arts Advisory Council    
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